Deficient heat shock protein expression: a potential mechanism for the sudden infant death syndrome.
Induction of heat shock proteins follows a metabolic stress and protects from subsequent stresses. Stressors proposed for the sudden infant death syndrome include infection, environmentally-induced hyperthermia and hypoxia. Failure to express heat shock proteins to such stressful conditions may lead to reduced tolerance, and enhance inappropriate physiologic responses and vulnerability which ultimately may lead to infant death.